By DAVID PERSONS
DavidPersons@coloradoan.com
U.S. Rep. Marilyn Musgrave has taken up
the fight for funding for a new Centers for
Disease Control research lab in Fort Collins.
As lawmakers begin forming a spending

plan for 2003,
Musgrave sent |
a letter Thurs-
day  seeking
funding for the
rg;;llacement
of the aging re- i e
search lgab.g f: Rgg&}n ’
An $80 mil- o, g
Lion plan to re- f
place and ex- x
pand the 35-
year-old CDC
facility, where
research  on
some of the
world’s most
deadly diseases
is done, was ap-
proved a year
ago, and $8 mil-
lion was pro-
vided to begin
design work.
However,
the remaining
$72 million to
build and equip
the laboratory

Centers for
sease Control |

Cotoradoan staff

Fast facts

M The current CDC
building was construct-
ed in 1967 to house the
CDC's vector-bome
infectious diseases lab.

B [t was designed to

-accommodate 50 em-
ployees, but 170 cur-

e o . rently work there,
has yet toébc W Amiong (s daanses
ap;x‘ “pHinted, studied at the facility
. current | ..o Waest Nile virus,
Senate bill

plague, anthrax, Lyme
disease, yellow fever
and several types of
encephalitis,

calls for $20
million for the
project in the
2003 budget,
but Musgrave,
a Colorado Republican, and other state offi- .
cials would like to see the full amount fund-
ed and not have the balance in question.
Aware that Senate and House members
Now are meeting to approve appropriations
for the 2003 budget, Musgrave sent the letter
to House Appropriations Committee chair-
man Don Young and ranking member David
Obey. The letter also was signed by state
Reps. Bob Beauprez, Tom Tancredo, Scott
Mclnnis, Mark Udall and Toel Hefley.

1N tne IeTrer, MUSErave Staed: 1 ne wel-
ters for Disease Control in Fort Collins plays
a vital role in protecting Americans from
vector-borne infectious diseases. Their re-
search into threats such as anthrax, plague
and the West Nile virus will help the U.S. de-
fend itself in the war on terrorism.”

In the letter, Musgrave said the current
CDC facility in Fort Collins “is in extremely
poor condition and cannot meet the de-
mands we place on CDC in these critical
days of history. We rely on CDE to conduct
valuable research and develop technology to
protect our nation’s leaders, military men
i and women and civilians from the threat of
infectious disease.”

If $20 million ends up the final amount
appropriated for the CDC project in 2003, '
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The Fort Collins research lab
was built in 1967 to accommodate
about 50 people. Today, more
than 170 people work there.

Gannett News Service writer‘
Faith Bremner contributed to this
report.




