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Two have strict pro-life
stances, one leans pro-life
but could be iffy, and one
is a bit of a question mark.

BY JASON COLLUM

The 108th Congress has added a few
faces pro-life advocates will likely find to
be very friendly. I
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“Stick to your guns” is one of the 12
principles Katherine Harris outlines in her
new book, Center of the Storm, for helping
individuals deal effectively with crisis situ-
ations.in their Jives;

Harris, Florida’s former Secretary of State,
found it necessary to dig deep within and
refy on that principle when she found herself
at the center of a storm of controversy that
lasted 36 days during Election 2000, As Harris
held press conferences and attempted to

Fourwomen elect-
ed to the House of
Representatives in
November have been
tauded for their pro-
life beliefs: Marilyn
Musgrave of Colo-
rado, Candice Miller
of Michigan, Marsha
Blackburn of Tennessee, and Katherine Har-
ris of Florida, all Republicans, give a boost
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fulfill the duties of her office with regard
to election procedure, there were vote CoLnts,
recounts, examinations of chads, and more
recounts made in an attempt to ultimately
determine who would become president
of the United States.

Scathing accusations of partisan impro-
priety, as well as attacks on her integrity
and even her personal appearance, made
it especially difficult for Harris to prevail,
But. as she states in the book, she came away
from the experience with a new resclve of

to a rather weak voice in Congress. Prior

|

Through new book, Harris explores maintaining ntegri’ty in crisis

NEW CONGRESSWOMEN

to this election, of the 74 women serving
in Congress, only seven were pro-life.

According to Carol Tobias, National Right
to Life Committee PAC Director, of 52 new
members in the House of Representatives,
34 (65%) are solidly pro-life. Of the 34 new
pro-life members, 31 are Republicans and
three are Democrats,

Being Republican does not make one
automatically pro-life, and Sandy Rios, presi-
dent of Concerned Women for America,
points out that voters are paying altention
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what matters most in life: to be true to
yourself (remember your raising), to know
and practice what you believe and to do
what is right in spite of the consequences.

Harris' lifetime devotion to reading and
learning are evident in Center of the Storm.
The book is filled with quotations from great
leaders, such as George Washington, Win-
ston Churchill and Teddy Roosevelt, and
how they dealt with crises that had poten-
tial for changing the face of history. She
focuses on what she calls principled and
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BOOST PRO-LIFE VOICE

to the ideas of candidates on abortion rather
than their party lines. In Maryland, Republican
Connie Morella was voted out of office in
November. Morella was pro-abartion,
“That should speak volumes to the Re-
publican Party, and it should speak vol-
umes to what people actually think about
peaple who think life is sacred.” Rios told
Family News in Focus. “It means something”
It does means something to Blackburn.
On her Web site and in person, Blackburn
states emphatically that she is pro-life. She
told AFA Journal that for her, supporting
abortion has never been an option,
“For me; it was notan issue,” she said.
"I have always been pro-life, and have al-
ways believed in the sanctity of life.”
Blackburn, whose political career dates
to 1977, most recently served asa state senator
for Tennessee’s 23rd district. She has said
she will vote to ban partial-birth abortion,
and will oppose the provision of federal funds
to groups that provide abortion services, even
if they don't use federal funds directly for
abortions. She is also opposed to human
cloning. She plans to support the passage
of a human life constitutional amendment,
and to work to make adoption easier.
With national security being a top pri
ority, Blackburn isn't sure when votes on
pro-life matters will take place, but believes
they eventually will be considered. I
“The potential is there because we're
laoking at a Republican House and Sen-

servative values,” Blackburn said.

Harris calls herself “socially moderate”
but told the Bradenton [Florida] Herald
that she has “always said ’'m personally pro-
life.” She said she would vote to ban par-
tial-birth abortion. “T think it is a heinous,
heinous act.” And she favors parental con-
sent, with exceptions in some cases.

Potentially troubling is Harris’ refusal
to say she would not completely draw the
line on abortion. In the Herald article Har-
ris said she would not necessarily vote against
abortion each time a bill addressed it. “It
just depends on what the bill says,” she said,
“It's not a litmus test issue for me. I would
have to look at the context.”

Harris previously served as Florida Sec-
retary ol State. She came to national promi-
nence during the 2000 presidential elec-
tion and recount.

|| Ho doubts about Musgrave

||port her.

ate, and a Republican president who is
commmitted to a pro-life stance, and to con- |

While Harris’ record and position on
abortion might be slightly iffy, Musgrave’y
Is not.

Musgrave garnered the support of Gary
Baver and the Campaign forWorking Fami
lies. 'n his statement of endorsement, Bauer
cited Musgrave's strong pro-life and pro-
family background in giving reasons to S+

in Coloraco to ban same-sex marriages,

Colorado’s Defense of Marriage Act and

testified before Congres: on the federal
e T

Bauer said in the statement. “She sponsorad |

| mew leaders know how they feel.

DOMA bill. [She] is.. . strongly pro-life,
sponsoring bills on informed consent, pa-
rental notification, a ban on partial-birth

| abortion, and abstinence education. She

also led efforts to defund Planned Parent-
hood in Colorado. Marilyn Musgrave is not
afraid to tackle the tough issues most poli-
ticians would prefer to ignore.”

Musgrave goes to Washington after havin I
served many years in the Colorado State
House and Senate, Most recently, she served
a5 state senator in the d4th District,

Miller was among the group Tobias and
other pro-lifers welcomed to Con gress.
While several Web sites AEA fourral found
mentioned Miller as being pro-life, AFA
Journalwas unable 1o find anything on record
supporting that stance. Also, efforts to reach
Miller for comment were not successtul.

Miller gained the endorsement of We
Vote Pro-Life PAC, and was not endorsed
by Planned Parenthood, both actions speak-
ng volumes about her leanings, Miller was
described by a commentary in National
Review as leaning “right of center™

Prior to entering Congress, Miller served
two terms as Michigan Secretary of State.

These women have passed (he first test
— getting elected to Congress, Whether they
will stick to their guns and vote against abor-

| tion remains to be seen. Alth ough no time-
*| Ther:) Senator Musgrave led the Gghy |

table has been set, one of the first tests for
each could come in the form of a vote on
partial birthabortion. The people these four
represent should waste no time letting the
=

effective leadership and how it can be put
inio practice by
anyone who ap-
plies a creative
blend of cour-
age, judgment,
sensitivity, self-
control and
strength when
addressinga cri-
sis. This type of
leadership var-
ies from mere
crisis manage- -
ment, she says, in that it employs the “kind

of common sense that has become all too
uncommon these days.” It consists of wis-
dom, honor, decency and valor like that
‘exhibited by the heroes and heroines she
honors in the book.

Challenging and inspirational poems, as
well as her*“Top Ten List” of “Profiles in Per-
sistence” and “Favorite Classics” are sprinkied
throughout the book, giving the reader ad-
ditioral insight into the people who have
influenced and molded Harris' life.

Center of the Storm s an enjoyable look
inside the heart and mind of a thoughtful,
highly-principled woman and her resolve
to use what she learned from an extremely

difficult and negative experience to help
-others initiate effective actions if ever faced
with a major crisis of their own, Harris reveals
her deep and abiding faith in God through-
out the book’s pages, which makes it es-
pecially appealing to Christians.

After winning the November 2002 elec-
tion, Harris now represents her home state
of Florida as Congresswoman from the
13th District. i

Published by WND Books, a new divi-
stont of Thomas Nelson Publishers, Center
of the Storm is available in book stores and
online at www, WorldNetDaily.com.
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