dispatches

congress’ pro-life freshman class

LADY OF THE HOUSE: LS. Rep: Kather-
i Harris s just one {reshman of the
pro-life class of the 108th Congress.
Mambers hope strength in numbars will
translate into strong legislation,

he impactl pro-

life voters had

on last [all's

midterm elec-

tiom wiis evident

in the sucecess of congres

sional candidates who cam-

puigned on the promise (o

uphold the sancrity of human

life. Mow those candidates-

mrned-officeholders are look-

ing to miake their impact as

members of the 108th Cone-
ETESS.

Thirtw-five of the 54 fresh-

men representatives and eight

of the 10 Arst-tenm senators

CHRISTIAN |
LANDLORD
WINS CASE

| elected in Movember huve

declared themselves wo be pro-
life, bolstering a House thai
already was sirong on lile
ss11e8 and adding key votes to
a Senate that wasn't, The
hottom line? Bills banning
partial-hirth ahortion and
human ¢loning, which passed
the House handily last term
only to die in the Senate, have
a good chance o make iLnto
law this term

“I think partial-birth abor-
tion is gone this year,” said
Rep. Trent Franks, R-Aniz.,
one of the [reshmoan class’s

STUDENTS
FIGHT BAN ON
CANDY CANES

optimistic about chances for influence

" also in this section...

staunchest pro-lifers. “lna
[undamental sense_ we havea
more pro-lile Congress than
we've had in along time. |
absolutely belicve that we
should be more encouragecd
than ever belore in terms of
the day coming when we will
restare protection 1o unborn
children,”

One ol the more encour-
aging signs is that the fresh-
mun pro-life contingent isn
exclusively Republican
Fonr of the Touses new pro-
lifersare Democrats—
Democrats who say their
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PORN CZAR

party leadership knows they
will not compromise their
moral convictions for the
party line

One of them is Lincoln
Davis of Tennessee, who said
he has 1eld House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi, an
unabashed pro-abortion lib-
eral, that he will “alwaysvole
my conscience” on life and
family issues, And on those
issies, his consclence couldn?
be more clear.

“There has never been a
time in my life, from the first
time that 1 have been able to
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Representing life

Among the freshinan class of the 108th Congress, these four
represeniatives are among the strongest pro-life voices.

- Rep. Marilyn Musgrave
B-Colo.

Age: 53
' Carcer: Teacher; homemiker;
hay-stacking company owner,

Previons elecied office: Fort
Morgan school board, 1990
94 Colorado House, 1994.08;
Colorda Stnare, [F08-2002

Why are you pro-life? *|
_ } . ~ became a Christian ata very
young age, il 1 just think that life 5.2 gift from God, thatwe
honor our Crestor seien were pro e

How can ‘?‘Pﬂxfﬂf }'W?'ﬁw, b weouelel stand up for oy
comservative social and hscal blifs

Rep. Rodney Alexander
DLa '

Age: 56

‘Career: Construction cantmes
1or

Provious elected office: -
Louisiana House, 1987-2002

Why are you pro-tife? 1 grew
1.l|'.'l in “h“fd"h‘!}'mlhmﬂm
living, Ter 51 years shes been.

0 anordained Churchiof God'

miftiistet. | just think life is the most precious thing that

b e g 5 : us thing thal

How cam we pray for you? “Simply by doing it. We're fac-
ing some times right now thatweve never faced before. 108
time. for those of us who behieve that getting on ourknees.
is important, that we do thar”

| Rep. Trent Franks
-Ariz.

Ages 45

{amitly policy council director

Previous elected office; Ari-
" zomn Hoose, 1984-86°

Whiy ure you pro-Tife? “When
I'sas i high sehoal and we
- saw Roe v Wade come down,
i the issuc alfected me so deeply

al | bt o rive speechics abiout how we'd taket awiy pro-
tection for these lide bethies,”

Hiorw i we pg‘ny-fur yiu? “Priy for the president every day,
because he tsGods man for out coumiry”

ey 197892 Tennese |
House. 1980-84. Tenmiessee Sen-
ate, 19962002

Why ire you pro-life?

wile and 1 haye three grown
daughiers, but we also have
two other children. Tn the first trimester, [y wife] had a mis-
carriage. S0 we have, 1have no doulbein vy o)
dren waiting in heaven on us when we get there.”

How can we pray for you? " Just rememiber us any, way you d
like—but remember us. In America today, our leaders on the
vl leveel all the way through 1o Washington probably rieed
America’s pravers more thun we ever have - .

analyzeabortion, that | didn’t | there’s ever an exception lor

L4i): |
Fhe Supreme Court today | hasan understanding of life.

know it was wrong,” Davis
told Cirizen. In fact, his con-
victions dre so strong that he
allows for zero exceplions—
ot for mpe or incest, nor lor
thie [l of the mother

“It's net just the mother’s
life that's in jeopardy in those
caes; s in God's hands,™ he
explained.

I don't want 1o hecome
Gl mysell, so'1 don't think

an abortion,”

Pavis commitment to the
canse extends far beyond the
pro-life legislation kel be vot-
ing on, though. Hek also con-
vineed the time could be ripe
fora victory on an isspe he
won'tgel 1o vole Of-— -the
addition of nstrongly pro-Hle
candidate 1o the LIS, Suprermi
Court. Thars a mater handled
by the Senate

has nine members—aone of
those, | Chiel jostioe William |
Rehnguist, lsa Nixan
appointes,” he said, “Ford
had one, three by Reagan,
two by Bush and owo by Bill
Clinton. We got seven-of the
nine that are supposedly
comservalive judges. The
next nominee, | think. there
ought to be at least some
knowledge that that person

Does the influx of eight
new pro-lifers and the shift of
power from Democrats Lo
Republicans in the Scnale
mean there are now enough
voles in the upper chamber to
conflirm such a nominee?
Bavis' fellow pro-life Bemoc-
ral, Rodney Alexander of
Louksinna, thinks so,

“I think we'll see a change
o the Stpreme Court (o Tead

citizen



us-more in that diréciion,”
Alexander predicred. *1 think
you and I will see thatla
Supreme Court justite to
overurn Roe v Wade] belure
long, Maybhe not this rerm, but
while PresidentBush |s in
office.”

Regardless of what they
accomplish leglslatively in
the next two vears, though,
the House's pro-life (reshmen
helieve their election ts just
one of many signs that the
values they chensh are k-
ing deeperToot acToss Amer-
ica, Other signs include polls
that show most Americans
beligve life beging at concep-
tion and.advances in sono-
gram technology that show
the undeniable humanity of a
child im the womb.

“The tide of public opinion
is changing.” Rep. Marilyn
Musgrave, R-Colo,, told Citi-
zen. “You see more and more
younger individuals tat are
pro-life. and that's very
encourging fo me.”

That encouragement
Comes not 4 moment Loo
S007,

“If we' don't restare pro-

in our society, then it cer-
tainly endangers everyone
inoursociety,” Franks
explained.

“In asociety that kills s
own children, you wonder
what real moral foandation
we have lor survival, il tha

tinue.”

P WHO TO CONTACT:

ante senators to support the
pro-life bills expected to be
introduced this term, among
them the Human' Cloning Pro-
hibitton Act, the Parttal Birth
Abortion Ban Act, the Child
Custady Protection Act and
the Unborn Victims of Vie-
lence Act. To find contact
informarion quickly, visit
Focus on the Familyt Legisha-
tive Action Cender at www,
cirizenlink. org,

tection to the most helpless |

situation ks allowed to con- [

‘Encowrage your representative |
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Abortion clinics
not exempt from
child-abuse rules

fter two months of
notcommenting,
Calilornia Attorney
General Bill Lockyer made a
deetsion last fall: Privacy con-
cerns do not exempl Golden
State abortion clinics from
reporming suspected child sex-
ual abuse or statiiory mpe.
The ruling, issued by
Deputy Attorney General
Paul Ament, says: " There is a
reporting requirement whin
the female minor is nnder 16
years of age and the man
impregoating her is 21 years
of age or older; the lemale
minor s under the age of 14
years; or when the female
minor is 14 or 13 years old,
and the man impregnating
herds at least 10 years older
thian her.” Physicians and
abortionists, however, are not
reqiiited 1o make a report 10
the state when the pregnant
girlis 16 or 17.
The question arose in- Sep-

tember, when Medical Board
of Calilornia chiel David
Thornton asked Lockyer's
office to eliminate any confu-
sivn surrounding privacy and
mangared Laws.

The ruling was good news
For Richard Ackerman, an
attorney with the United
States Justice Foundation:in
Estondido, as he faced the
lirst round of hearings in &
cose against Planned Parent-
hood in early December.

“We have a lawsuit pend-
ing over this issue,” he told
Citlzen. "I'm expecting
Planned Parenthood 1o claim
that privacy outweighs chas-
ing down child molesters, and
I've gat aletter in hand from
the Attorney General saying it
doesny work that way, Its fan-
tastic. | couldn't be appier.

“For the lirst time ina
long time, there are some
chinks in'the Planned Par
enthood armor, and we're
going to run the sword right
through them,”

Ackerman's lawsult is
based in part on @ report
issued by Life Dynamics Tnc.

(LD} last summer, in which
an undercover sting aperation
revealed thar Planned Parent-
howd and National Abortion
Federation clinic workers
undersiand they are requined
by law 1o repont sexual activ-
ily involving minors, yet con-

‘eeal that information from

authorities much of the time.

LD s following that inves-
tigation with a new project,
Eyewitness, aimed at helping
sidewnlk counselors repart
undernge girls who go into
abortion clinics, rather than
relying on clinic workers 1o
do so. A manual and raining
video, available on request
rom LD, offer tips on deal-
ing with hostile or unmoti-
vated police oflicers. More
than 600 people had called
requesting the kit by late
Movember, LDI President
Mark Crutchersaid.

“Its going to take a while
for us 1o really see the kind of
progress from this that we
hope to,” he said. “We're just
in ﬂ:ltbcgjnui stapes of this
projeck, but ifggrﬁa.ll}' gaining
alotal steam.”




